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MINISTRY
ANNOUNCES

SURPRISE FINANCIAL
AUDIT OF ALL
DEPARTMENTS

Deputy Ministers to Lead Internal Reviews in
Unprecedented Transparency Initiative

In a shocking move announced this morning at the
Ministry of Magic's weekly press conference, Minister
Octavius Goldenheart revealed plans for
comprehensive surprise financial audits across all
Ministry departments, marking the most extensive
internal review in over fifty years.

The Minister emphasized that the audits represent a
commitment to transparency and accountability in
magical governance. 'The wizarding public deserves to
know that every Galleon, Sickle, and Knut of their tax
contributions is being spent appropriately and
efficiently,' Minister Goldenheart stated from the
Atrium podium. 'These audits will demonstrate our
unwavering dedication to proper stewardship of
magical resources.'

In an unprecedented procedural decision, Deputy
Ministers from each department will be tasked with
leading the internal reviews of their own offices,
working in conjunction with the Ministry's Treasury
Department. This approach, according to senior
officials, ensures that those most familiar with
departmental operations can provide the most thorough
examination of financial records.

Augustus Thornwick, Deputy Minister for Magical
Accidents and Catastrophes, welcomed the
announcement with characteristic enthusiasm. 'This is
exactly the kind of proactive transparency our magical
community needs,' Thornwick told reporters. 'I look
forward to demonstrating the fiscal responsibility of
our department and encouraging the same standards
throughout the Ministry.'

The audits will examine financial records dating
back three years, with particular attention to
discretionary fund allocations, emergency
expenditures, and charitable donation matching
programs. Several departments, including Magical
Creature Welfare, International Cooperation, and
Regulation of Magical Transportation, will face
especially rigorous scrutiny due to their substantial
budgets and complex funding structures.
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Hippogriff Racing: Silverwing Stuns
Crowd with Record-Breaking
Victory

Griffin's Gambit Hippogriff Racing Track witnessed
extraordinary excitement this past weekend when the
magnificent Silverwing achieved what experts are
calling the race of the century. The sleek silver
hippogriff crossed the finish line a full three lengths
ahead of the favored Stormclaw, earning thunderous
applause from the capacity crowd.

'I've never seen anything quite like it,' exclaimed
track announcer Mortimer Fastwick. 'Silverwing
seemed to fly with the grace of a phoenix and the
determination of a dragon. Simply magnificent!'
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Ministry Audits (Continued from
Page 1)

Treasury officials project the comprehensive audit
will take approximately six weeks to complete, with
preliminary findings expected to be presented to the
Wizengamot by month's end. The Ministry has assured
employees that the audits are not punitive in nature but
rather designed to identify systemic inefficiencies and
opportunities for improved financial management.

However, not all Ministry officials have greeted the
announcement with equal enthusiasm. Several senior
department heads, speaking on condition of anonymity,
expressed concerns that the surprise nature of the
audits might create unnecessary anxiety among
hardworking Ministry employees who have nothing to
hide.

'While we support transparency, one must wonder
whether surprise audits are the most collegial approach
to financial oversight,' commented one department
head who requested anonymity. 'Many of us maintain
meticulous records and would have been happy to
present them in a more organized fashion with
appropriate notice.'

The announcement comes amid growing public
interest in Ministry financial practices, particularly
regarding funds allocated to magical creature welfare
programs. Recent questions raised by various oversight
committees have focused on whether charitable
donations are being properly matched and distributed
to their intended recipients.

Senior Undersecretary Prudence Wickerham, when
asked about the logistics of such extensive audits,
assured reporters that the Ministry's experienced
administrative staff would ensure minimal disruption
to daily operations. 'We have systems in place to
handle complex administrative challenges,' Wickerham
stated. 'These audits will be thorough but will not
impede the Ministry's vital work protecting and serving
the magical community.'

Political observers note that the timing of these
audits, occurring just months before Minister
Goldenheart faces re-election, demonstrates either

remarkable courage or calculated political strategy. By
proactively addressing potential concerns about
financial management, the Minister may be attempting
to neutralize criticism from both progressive opponents
who demand greater transparency and traditionalist
challengers who question his administrative
competence.

Magical Creature Welfare Funding
Under Scrutiny

The Department for Regulation and Control of
Magical Creatures has faced increasing questions about
the allocation of welfare funds, particularly regarding
donations from prominent wizarding families. Several
charitable organizations have reported discrepancies
between expected allocations and actual received
funds, though no formal complaints have been filed
with the Ministry.

Lady Alice Ashworth, Chair of the Magical Creature
Welfare Committee, dismissed concerns as
'unfortunate misunderstandings about complex funding
mechanisms.' The Ashworth family trust contributes
nearly twenty percent of the committee's annual budget
and maintains detailed records of all charitable
transactions.

Augustus Thornwick has taken a particular interest
in ensuring proper oversight of creature welfare
funding, having built his reputation on advocating for
magical beings who cannot advocate for themselves.
His involvement in the upcoming audits will likely
bring additional scrutiny to this sensitive area of
Ministry operations.


